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Teaching Culture with Authentic 
Materials: the use of Benvenuti al Sud 

to explore products, practices and 
perspectives of Italian culture 



The	  role	  of	  culture	  

knowledge	  and	  understanding	  of	  other	  cultures	  
	  
	  transcultural	  and	  translingual	  competence	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1what	  is	  culture	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2Can	  culture	  be	  taught?	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  3How	  do/can	  we	  test	  
cultural	  

knowledge?	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  



AuthenAc	  
Materials	  

•  What	  is	  (and	  why	  use)	  an	  
authen<c	  material	  in	  the	  L2	  
classroom?	  	  

	  
•  Authen1c	  materials	  vs.	  teacher-‐
made	  materials	  	  

•  How	  to	  integrate	  authen<c	  
materials	  in	  the	  curriculum	  of	  a	  
lower	  level	  Italian	  class?	  	  



Products,	  pracAces	  and	  perspecAves	  

ACTFL	  Standards,	  5Cs:	  	  
communica<on,	  cultures,	  connec<ons,	  	  
comparisons,	  and	  communi<es	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1tangible	  or	  intangible	  	  
manifesta<ons	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2seek	  to	  uncover	  

paKerns	  of	  
social	  

interac<ons	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  3meanings,	  

aLtudes,	  
values	  and	  

ideas	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  





“the Standards challenge us to find ways of 
imagining and specifying just how language and 
culture coexist even in beginning instruction, 
with sociocultural interactions providing both 
content and context for the possibility of 
language-based meaning-making”.���

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
    (Byrnes, 2008)���
	




Third Place 	


"At the intersection of multiple native and target 
cultures, the major task of language learners is to 
define for themselves what this 'third place' that 
they have engaged in seeking will look like, 
whether they are conscious of it or not” 	


	
 	
 	
 	
            (Kramsch, 1993) 	

	  



1.	  Why	  watch	  a	  movie	  in	  class?	  
	  
2.	  How	  can	  we	  produc<vely	  and	  
meaningfully	  insert	  a	  movie	  in	  the	  L2	  
curriculum?	  
	  
3.	  Why	  Benvenu1	  al	  Sud?	  
	  

unique	  themaAc	  and	  
linguisAc	  qualiAes	  	  

comedy:	  appealing	  
but	  also	  challenging	  

good	  to	  explore	  Italian	  “cultures”	  
and	  discuss	  stereotypes	  	  

Topic	  in	  line	  with	  the	  
chapters’	  themes	  	  



Teaching	  Sequence	  and	  Assessment	  

•  Backward	  design	  	  
•  Scaffolding	  
	  
•  Objec<ves:	  
	  
Linguis<c:	  students	  will	  develop	  interpre<ve	  and	  presenta<onal	  
communica<on	  skills	  and	  demonstrate	  ability	  to	  engage	  and	  sustain	  
conversa<ons	  in	  the	  target	  language.	  
	  	  
Socio-‐cultural:	  students	  will	  advance	  their	  knowledge	  and	  
understanding	  of	  Italian	  culture.	  They	  will	  be	  able	  to	  approach	  
cri<cally	  elements	  of	  the	  foreign	  culture,	  as	  well	  as	  their	  own,	  to	  
highlight	  cultural	  perspec<ves	  and	  make	  cross-‐cultural	  comparisons.	  
	  	  
Cogni<ve:	  students	  will	  reflect	  on	  their	  own	  language	  learning	  as	  well	  
as	  their	  cultural	  learning	  
	  
	  



CINEMA,	  CHE	  PASSIONE!	  



PRE-‐VISIONE	  





DOPO	  LA	  VISIONE	  







ASSESSMENT	  
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