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Global	Challenges	/	Sfide	globali	

Recommended	Contexts:	
•	Economy	/	Mercato	del	lavoro	
•	EducaGon	/	Scuola	ed	istruzione	
•	Environment	/	Ambiente	
•	Food	and	NutriGon	/	Alimentazione	
•	Human	Rights	/	Diri6	umani	
•	MigraGons	and	Borders	/	Migrazioni	e	fron9ere	
•	PoliGcs	/	Poli9ca	

Science	and	Technology	/	Scienza	e	
tecnologia	

	
Recommended	Contexts:	
•	AlternaGve	Resources	/	Fon9	ed	energie	alterna9ve	
•	Discoveries	and	InvenGons	/	Scoperte	ed	invenzioni	
•	Ethics	/	Scelte	e9che	e	morali	
•	Health	and	Medicine	/	Salute	e	medicina	
•	The	Internet	and	Its	Social	Impact	/	La	rete	ed	il	suo	
impa?o	sociale	

•	Personal	Technology	and	CommunicaGon	/	Uso	
personale	della	tecnologia	
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Contemporary	Life	/	Vita	
contemporanea	

	
Recommended	Contexts:	
•	EducaGon	and	Career	/	Istruzione	e	formazione	
•	Holidays	and	CelebraGons	/	Feste,	sagre	e	tradizioni	
•	Housing	and	Shelter	/	Abitazioni	
•	Leisure,	Travel	and	Tourism	/	Viaggi	e	tempo	libero	
•	Mass	Media	/	Mezzi	di	comunicazione	
•	Sports	and	Fitness	/	Sport	e	benessere	
•	Work	/	Il	mondo	del	lavoro	

Personal	and	Public	IdenGGes	/	
IdenGtà	privata	e	pubblica	

	
Recommended	Contexts:	
•	Gender	and	Sexuality	/	Genere	e	sessualità	
•	History	and	Geography	/	Storia	e	geografia	
•	IdenGty	and	IntegraGon/	Iden9tà	ed	integrazione	
•	Italians	in	the	World	/	Gli	italiani	nel	mondo	
•	Language	and	IdenGty	/	Lingue	ed	iden9tà	
•	PoliGcal	Views	/	Poli9ca	a?uale	e	prospe6ve	
•	Societal	Beliefs	and	Personal	Values	/	Credenze	diffuse	e	
valori	personali	
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Families	and	CommuniGes	/	
Famiglia	e	società	

	
Recommended	Contexts:	
•	Family	Structures	/	La	famiglia	a?raverso	i	tempi	
•	GeneraGonal	RelaGonships	/	Rappor9	generazionali	
•	Individualism	and	Solidarity	/	Individualismo	e	
solidarietà	

•	Personal	RelaGonships	/	Rappor9	personali	
•	Social	Benefits	/	Stato	sociale	
•	Urban,	Suburban,	and	Rural	Life	/	Vita	in	ci?à,	periferia	
e	campagna	

•	Youth	Culture	/	I	giovani	oggi	

Beauty	and	AestheGcs	/	Bellezza	ed	
esteGca	

	
Recommended	Contexts:	
•	Architecture	/	Archite?ura	
•	ConservaGon	and	RestoraGon	/	Tutela	dei	beni	ar9s9ci	
e	culturali	

•	Fashion	and	Design	/	Moda	e	design	
•	Ideals	of	Beauty	/	Ideali	di	bellezza	
•	Literature	/	Le?eratura	
•	Music	/	Musica	
•	Performing	Arts	/	Il	mondo	dello	spe?acolo	
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Course	DescripGon		

•  The	focus	of	the	course	is	the	development	of	
students’	abiliGes	to	interpret,	express,	and	
negoGate	meaning	(i.e.	communicate)	in	the	
Interpersonal,	Interpre<ve	and	Presenta<onal	
modes.		

•  When	communica<ng,	AP	students	demonstrate	
an	understanding	of	the	Culture(s),	incorporate	
interdisciplinary	topics	(Connec<ons),	note	and	
analyze	similariGes	and	differences	between	the	
naGve	and	target	languages	and	cultures	
(Comparisons),	and	use	the	target	language	
beyond	the	classroom	walls	and	in	real-life	
secngs	where	possible	(Communi<es).	

AP	Italian	Syllabus		
9	Curricular	Requirements	

•  Curricular	Requirement	1	
	The	teacher	uses	the	target	language	almost	exclusively	in	
class	and	encourages	students	to	do	likewise.	

		
•  Curricular	Requirement	2	
	InstrucGonal	materials	include	a	variety	of	authenGc	audio	
and	video	recordings	and	authenGc	wriDen	texts	such	as	
newspaper	and	magazine	arGcles,	as	well	as	literary	texts.	

	
		

						Authen9c	materials:	Original	materials	created	by	and	intended	for	na9ve	
speakers.	
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CommunicaGon	
•  Curricular	Requirement	3	
	The	course	provides	opportuniGes	for	students	to	demonstrate	
their	proficiency	in	spoken	and	wriDen	Interpersonal	
CommunicaGon	in	a	variety	of	situaGons	in	the	Intermediate	to	
Pre-Advanced	range.	

•  Curricular	Requirement	4	
	The	course	provides	opportuniGes	for	students	to	demonstrate	
their	ability	in	InterpreGve	CommunicaGon	to	understand	and	
synthesize	informaGon	from	a	variety	of	authenGc	audio,	
visual,	audio-visual,	wriDen	and	print	resources.	

•  Curricular	Requirement	5	
					The	course	provides	opportuniGes	for	students	to		
					demonstrate	their	proficiency	in	spoken	and	wriDen	
					PresentaGonal	CommunicaGon	in	the	Intermediate	to	
					Pre-Advanced	range.	

		

Interpersonal	Mode	
	
•  Spoken	Interpersonal	Communica<on:		
Direct	(e.g.,	face-to-face	or	synchronous)	oral	communicaGon	
between	individuals	who	exchange	new	informaGon	and	
negoGate	meaning.	
(class	discussions,	debates,	unrehearsed	role-plays,	live	audio/
video	chats)	
•  WriOen	Interpersonal	Communica<on:		
Direct	wriDen	communicaGon	between	individuals	who	
exchange	new	informaGon	and	negoGate	meaning.	
(emails,	leDer	wriGng,	threaded	discussions,	interacGve	blogs,	
dialogue	journals)	
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InterpreGve	Mode	
•  Making	a	culturally	appropriate	interpretaGon	of	meanings	

that	occur	in	oral	and	printed	texts	when	there	is	no	
opportunity	to	negoGate	meaning	acGvely	with	the	speaker	
or	writer.	

	
Audio,	visual	and	audiovisual	resources		
•  Podcasts,	songs,	radio	broadcasts;	films,	documentaries,	TV	

broadcasts	
•  Maps,	charts,	photographs,	works	of	art	(museum	visits,	

real	or	virtual)	

WriOen		and	print	resources:	
•  Newspaper	and	magazine	arGcles	
•  Poems,	short	stories,	novels	

	

PresentaGonal	Mode	

•  Spoken	Presenta<onal	Communica<on:	CreaGon	of	
spoken	communicaGons	for	interpretaGon	by	an	
audience.	

				(oral	presentaGons,	skits,	PowerPoints)	
•  WriOen	Presenta<onal	Communica<on:	CreaGon	of	
wriDen	communicaGons	for	interpretaGon	by	an	
audience.		

				(essays,	wriDen	reports,	leDers	to	the	editor,			
					adverGsements)	
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ConnecGons	
•  Curricular	Requirement	6	
	The	course	incorporates	interdisciplinary		

				topics	and	explicitly	addresses	all	six	course	themes:	Global	
Challenges,	Science	and	Technology,	Contemporary	Life,	
Personal	and	Public	IdenGGes,	Families	and	CommuniGes,	
and	Beauty	and	AestheGcs.	

Cultures	
•  Curricular	Requirement	7	
	The	course	provides	opportuniGes	for	students	to	
demonstrate	an	understanding	of	the	products,	
pracGces	and	perspecGves	of	the	target	cultures—
the	what,	the	how	and	the	why	of	culture.	
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Comparisons	

•  Curricular	Requirement	8	
	The	course	provides	opportuniGes	for	students	to	
make	comparisons	between	and	within	languages	

				and	cultures.	

							CommuniGes	

•  Curricular	Requirement	9	

	The course prepares students  
    to use the target language in  
    real-life	secngs.	
	Examples:	school	partnerships	with	a	high	school	in	
Italy	(virtual,	in	person	or	both);	aDendance	at	cultural	
events	conducted	in	Italian	in	the	broader	community	
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Primary	Learning	ObjecGves	

•  	Spoken	Interpersonal	CommunicaGon	
•  	WriDen	Interpersonal	CommunicaGon	
•  	Audio,	Visual	and	Audiovisual	InterpreGve	
							CommunicaGon	
•  	WriDen	and	Print	InterpreGve		
							CommunicaGon	
•  	Spoken	PresentaGonal	CommunicaGon	
•  	WriDen	PresentaGonal	CommunicaGon	

Exam	Format	

	
SecGon	1:	MulGple	Choice	
à 50%	of	final	score,	70	quesGons	

•  Part	A:	InterpreGve	CommunicaGon		
	-Audio	Texts	(25%)	

	
•  Part	B:	InterpreGve	CommunicaGon		
	-Print	Texts	(25%)	
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Exam	Format	
SecGon	II:	Free	Response	
	50	%	of	final	score,	4	tasks	

•  Part	A:	
	-Interpersonal	WriGng:	E-mail	Reply	(12.5%)		
	-PresentaGonal	WriGng:	Persuasive	Essay	(12.5%)		

•  Part	B:	
	-Interpersonal	Speaking:	ConversaGon	(12.5%)		
	-PresentaGonal	Speaking:	Cultural	Comparison	
		(12.5%)		

	

1	

2	

3	

4	

5	
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2015	E-mail	Reply	
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occhio: sono 
tre! 

!!!	

2015	Persuasive	Essay	

Persuasive	Essay	
S<muli:		
	

(1)	A	print	source	(journalisGc	arGcle	or	literary	text)	that	presents	
a	clear	opinion	on	the	topic;	opinion	is	different	from	that	of	
the	audio	source	(authenGc	source,	may	be	excerpted).	

	
(2)	A	map	with	text,	a	chart	or	a	table	that	presents	informaGon	on	
the	topic	–	this	source	doesn’t	necessarily	present	an	opinion	
(authenGc	source)		

	
(3)	An	audio	source	(interview,	report,	or	announcement)	that	
presents	a	clear	opinion	on	the	topic	that	is	different	from	the	
opinion	in	the	print	source	(authenGc	source,	may	be	
excerpted).	
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2015	Sources		
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ConversaGon	
SGmulus:			
	Outline	of	a	conversaGon	in	Italian	that	contains	a	descripGon	of	each	of	
five	uDerances	from	the	interlocutor	(the	recording)	and	each	of	five	
uDerances	from	the	student;	descripGons	in	the	outline	focus	on	
communicaGve	funcGons	(e.g.	tell	your	friend	what	happened,	make	a	
suggesGon,	offer	a	soluGon,	excuse	yourself	and	say	goodbye)	

	
DirecGons	in	English	and	Italian	(printed	side-by-side)	
You	will	par9cipate	in	a	conversa9on.	First,	you	will	have	1	minute	to	read	
a	preview	of	the	conversa9on,	including	an	outline	of	each	turn	in	the	
conversa9on.	ATerward,	the	conversa9on	will	begin,	following	the	outline.	
Each	9me	it	is	your	turn	to	speak,	you	will	have	20	seconds	to	record	your	
response.	
You	should	par9cipate	in	the	conversa9on	as	fully	and	appropriately	as	
possible.	

	

2015	ConversaGon	

Tema	del	corso:	Famiglia	e	società	
	
Introduzione:		
	Fai	una	conversazione	con	Sabrina,	una	
studentessa	italiana	che	frequenta	la	tua	
scuola.	Prendi	parte	alla	conversazione	perché	
Sabrina	ha	acceDato	di	collaborare	con	te	per	
creare	un	club	italiano	a	scuola.		
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2015	ConversaGon	Outline	
	Sabrina:		Ti	ricorda	il	progeDo	e	G	fa	una	domanda.		
	Tu:		Dai	una	spiegazione.		

	Sabrina:		Ti	propone	alcune	idee.		
	Tu:		Fai	una	controproposta	e	spieghi	il	perché.		

	Sabrina:		AcceDa	la	tua	proposta	e	G	fa	una	domanda.		
	Tu:		Esprimi	le	tue	idee.		

	Sabrina:		Ti	chiede	di	organizzare	qualcosa.		
	Tu:		Esponi	il	tuo	piano.		

	Sabrina:		Esprime	entusiasmo	e	G	fa	una	domanda.		
	Tu:		Rispondi	aggiungendo	un	deDaglio.	

2015	ConversaGon	Audioscript	

•  Allora,	dobbiamo	lavorare	al	progeDo	del	nostro	club	
italiano.	Come	si	fa	a	creare	un	club	qui?	

•  Va	bene,	mi	sembra	facbile.	Vogliamo	iniziare	con	un	
concerto	o	una	festa?	

•  Ocma	idea.	[pause]	Sarebbe	bello	che	partecipassero	
in	tanG.	Come	facciamo	a	coinvolgere	tuc?	

•  D’accordo.	Vediamo	quanG	saremo.	Nel	fraDempo,	
pensiamo	alla	prima	riunione.	Quando	la	vogliamo	
fare?	E	dove?	

•  PerfeDo!	Sono	proprio	contenta	di	meDere	in	piedi	
questo	club.	Abbiamo	dimenGcato	qualcosa?	
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Scoring	Guidelines	-	ConversaGon	
•  Maintains	the	exchange	with	a	response	that	is	clearly/generally,	somewhat/

minimally/not	appropriate	within	the	context	of	the	task	
•  Provides	required	informaGon	(responses	to	quesGons,	statement	and	support	of	

opinion)	with	frequent	elaboraGon,	with	some	elaboraGon,	---,	some	required	
informaGon,	liDle	required	informaGon	

•  Fully	understandable	with	ease	and	clarity,	fully	understandable	with	some	errors,	
generally	understandable,	parGally	understandable,	barely	understandable	

•  Vocabulary	and	idiomaGc	language:	varied	and	appropriate,	varied	and	generally	
appropriate,	appropriate	but	basic,	limited,	very	few	resources	

•  Grammar,	syntax	and	usage:	accuracy	and	variety	with	few	errors,	general	control,	
some	control,	limited	control,	liDle	or	no	control	

•  Use	of	register:	mostly	consistent,	generally	consistent,	may	be	inappropriate	with	
several	shiJs,	generally	inappropriate,	minimal	or	no	aDenGon	

•  PronunciaGon,	intonaGon	and	pacing	make	the	response	comprehensible,	mostly	
comprehensible,	generally	comprehensible,	difficult	to	comprehend	at	Gmes,	
difficult	to	comprehend	

•  ClarificaGon	or	self-correcGon	(if	present)	improves,	usually	improves,	someGmes	
improves,	usually	does	not	improve,	does	not	improve	comprehensibility	

Cultural	Comparison	
SGmulus:			
There	is	no	s<mulus,	only	a	prompt.	The	goals	of	this	task	are	for	the	students	to	
speak	first	about	themselves	and	their	communiGes	(using	descripGon	or	
explanaGon)	and	then	speak	of	an	area	of	the	Italian-speaking	world	about	which	
they’ve	learned	something	or	have	some	personal	experience	(using	comparison).	
Students	are	encouraged	to	cite	examples	from	materials	they’ve	read,	viewed,	
and	listened	to,	personal	experiences	and	observaGons.	

	

		DirecGons	in	English	and	Italian	(printed	side-by-side)	
You	will	make	an	oral	presenta9on	on	a	specific	topic	to	your	class.	You	will	have	4	
minutes	to	read	the	presenta9on	topic	and	prepare	your	presenta9on.	Then	you	
will	have	2	minutes	to	record	your	presenta9on.		
In	your	presenta9on,	compare	your	own	community	to	an	area	of	the	Italian-
speaking	world	with	which	you	are	familiar.	You	should	demonstrate	your	
understanding	of	cultural	features	of	the	Italian-speaking	world.	You	should	also	
organize	your	presenta9on	clearly.	
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2015	Cultural	Comparison	

	Tema	del	corso:	IdenGtà	privata	e	pubblica		
		
	Argomento	della	relazione:		
	Qual	è	l’opinione	della	gente	nella	realtà	in	cui	
vivi	riguardo	all’importanza	di	fare	bella	figura?	
Fai	un	confronto	fra	la	realtà	che	hai	osservato	e	
in	cui	hai	vissuto	fino	ad	oggi	e	una	realtà	italiana	
che	conosci	bene.	Nella	tua	relazione,	puoi	fare	
riferimento	a	cose	che	hai	studiato,	visto,	
conosciuto,	ecc.		

Scoring	Guidelines	–	Cultural	
Comparison	

•  EffecGve/generally	effecGve/suitable/unsuitable/almost	no	
treatment	of	the	topic	within	the	context	of	the	task	

•  Clearly	compares	the	student’s	and	target	cultures	with	supporGng	
details	and	relevant	examples/compares	cultures	with	some	
supporGng	details	and	mostly	relevant	examples/compares	cultures	
with	a	few	supporGng	details	and	examples/presents	informaGon	
about	both	cultures,	but	may	not	compare	them	and	consists	
mostly	of	statements	with	no	development/presents	informaGon	
only	about	one	of	the	cultures	and	may	not	include	examples	

•  Demonstrates	understanding	of	the	target	culture	despite	a	few	
minor	inaccuracies/some	understanding	despite	minor	
inaccuracies/a	basic	understanding	despite	inaccuracies/a	limited	
understanding	and	may	include	several	inaccuracies/minimal	
understanding	and	generally	inaccurate	
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Scoring	Guidelines	–	Cultural	
Comparison	

•  Organized	essay	with	effecGve	use	of	transiGonal	elements	or	cohesive	devices/
organized	essay	with	some	effecGve	use…/some	organizaGon	with	limited	use…/
limited	organizaGon	with	ineffecGve	use…/liDle	or	no	organizaGon	with	no	
transiGonal	elements	or	cohesive	devices	

•  Fully	understandable	with	ease	and	clarity	of	expression	with	occasional	errors	
that	do	not	impede	comprehensibility/fully	understandable	with	some	errors	that	
do	not	impede/generally	understandable	with	errors	that	may	impede/parGally	
understandable	with	errors	that	force	interpretaGon/barely	understandable	with	
frequent	or	significant	errors	

•  Vocabulary	and	idiomaGc	language:	varied	and	appropriate,	varied	and	generally	
appropriate,	appropriate	but	basic,	limited,	very	few	resources	

•  Grammar,	syntax	and	usage:	accuracy	and	variety	with	few	errors,	general	control,	
some	control,	limited	control,	liDle	or	no	control	

•  PronunciaGon,	intonaGon	and	pacing	make	the	response	comprehensible,	mostly	
comprehensible,	generally	comprehensible,	difficult	to	comprehend	at	Gmes,	
difficult	to	comprehend	

•  ClarificaGon	or	self-correcGon	(if	present)	improves,	usually	improves,	someGmes	
improves,	usually	does	not	improve,	does	not	improve	comprehensibility	

VerGcal	Teaching	

•  Teachers	should	keep	in	mind	that	the	skills	required	
for	the	successful	compleGon	of	an	AP	World	Language	
course	and	exam	are	skills	that	should	be	culGvated	
from	the	very	beginning	levels	of	language	study.		

•  In	the	case	of	the	E-mail	Reply,	pracGce	can	begin	as	
early	as	in	the	first	year	of	Italian	through	easy	tasks	
(write	to	a	friend,	to	a	pen-pal;	introduce	yourself;	ask	
quesGons,	etc.),	to	arrive	gradually,	year	aJer	year,	at	
the	level	of	complexity	required	for	the	AP	exam	task.					
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VerGcal	Teaching	

•  An	emphasis	on	authenGc	material,	defined	as	
material	produced	by	naGve	speakers	of	
Italian	for	naGve	speakers	of	Italian,	is	evident	
in	the	two	presentaGonal	tasks.	

•  Teachers	should	introduce	such	materials	
beginning	at	the	introductory	level	(for	
example,	realia,	maps,	publicity	etc.)	so	that	
students	become	familiar	with	them.	

VerGcal	Teaching	

•  The	speaking	component	in	the	classroom	should	not	
be	solely	focused	on	the	conversaGon	task	or	the	
cultural	comparison.	A	variety	of	acGviGes	should	be	
introduced	into	the	curriculum,	including	role	plays,	
interviews	and	debates.	Students	need	to	be	prepared	
to	respond	spontaneously	to	different	situaGons.	This	
will	also	improve	fluency	and	confidence	in	their	own	
linguisGc	abiliGes.	

•  Teachers	should	provide	models	of	comparisons	of	the	
home	community	with	that	of	the	target	culture.	This	
might	include	food,	ciGes,	transportaGon,	and	so	forth.	
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Conclusion	

	The	AP	Italian	Language	and	Culture	course	
should	be	a	final	step	in	a	well-built	
curriculum	that	integrates	the	interpersonal,	
presentaGonal	and	interpreGve	modes	of	
communicaGon	within	a	cultural	context	at	all	
levels.	These	are	necessary	skills	that	should	
be	gradually	developed	in	a	well-arGculated	
curriculum	with	the	AP	course	and	exam	being	
the	culminaGon	of	the	study	of	a	world	
language.	

Grazie	dell’aDenzione.	
	
AntonieDa	Di	Pietro:	adipietr@fiu.edu	
Patricia	Di	Silvio:	pdisilvi@tuJs.edu	
Paola	Scazzoli:	Paola_Scazzoli@mcpsmd.org	


